THE  INTERMEDIATE  YEARS

berg on September 22, and the situation only became
clear to me when his Majesty defined it in some such
words as these: ' I will not reign if I cannot do it in
such a fashion as I can be answerable for to God, my con-
science, and my subjects. But I cannot do that if I am
to rule according to the will of the present majority in
parliament, and I can no longer find any ministers prepared
to conduct my government without subjecting themselves
and me to the parliamentary majority. I have therefore
resolved to lay down my crown, and have already sketched
out the proclamation of my abdication, based on the mo-
tives to which I have referred.' The King showed me the
document in his own handwriting lying on the table, wheth-
er already signed or not I do not know. His Majesty con-
cluded by repeating that he could not govern without
suitable ministers.

I replied that his Majesty had been acquainted ever
since May with my readiness to enter the ministry; I was
certain that Roon woulcj remain with me on his side, and
I did not doubt that we should succeed in completing the
cabinet, supposing other members should feel themselves
compelled to resign on account of my admission. After
a good deal of consideration and discussion, the King
asked me whether I was prepared as minister to advocate
the reorganisation of the army, and when I assented he
asked me further whether I would do so in opposition to
the majority in parliament and its resolutions. When I
asserted my willingness, he finally declared, ' Then it is
my duty, with your help, to attempt to continue the battle,
and I shall not abdicate.' I do not know whether he de-
stroyed the document which was lying on the table, or
whether he preserved it in rei memoriam.
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